Educational Goals
Implementation Phase III

Course Prefix/Title 
PSC 131 – AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
Educational Goal 

CRITICAL THINKING






	Step 1:  Determine Expectations

	Expected Outcome(s)
	Where Addressed
	Method(s), Criteria 

to Assess
	Expected Performance
	Baseline Information

	List and evaluate public policy problems currently confronting the United States.
	PSC 131
	PSC 131 – Assessment Tool: Measure student understanding of domestic and foreign policy.
Q1:  The most costly item in the federal budget is:
Q1A: The defining  characteristic of a social insurance program is that it is:
Q2:  American foreign policy from 1948 – 1991 was built around:

Q2A:  Since the Cold War ended, U.S. policy makers’ concern with nuclear weaponry has shifted to:
	Q1: 75%


	Q1:   60%   Spring, 2005
         37.11%   Fall, 2005
Q1A  81%       Spring, 2006
Q2:   73.58% Spring, 2005

         82.5%   Fall, 2005

Q2A: 61%    Spring, 2006



Fall, 2006 – Spring, 2007
Q1:    27.10%
Q1A: Eliminated
Q2:    67.18%

Q2A: Eliminated

	Step 2:  Identify Cohort(s), Timing, and Who is Responsible

	Who to Assess
	Schedule for Assessment
	Who Will Interpret Results
	Timeline

	PSC 131 students

	Pre and Post test administered every semester
	Jane Bryant and Perry Knop
	Annual results will be examined after end of Spring semester each year.

	Step 3:  Interpret, Share Results (for Institutional Effectiveness)

	How Results Will Effect Teaching/Learning
	How to Share Interpretations
	Follow-up on Implemented Changes
	Timeline

	Change teaching approach and/or evaluate assessment tool and expected performance rate.
	First, within Social Science Department; then at faculty meetings and assessment workshops.

	Will compare pre/post scores from year to year – and implement changes as needed for the upcoming year.
	Annual results will be examined after the end of Spring semester each year.
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