CRITICAL THINKING 

PHASE I AND PHASE II 

COURSE PREFIX/TITLE:  __PSC 131 – AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ___  


	Critical Thinking Concepts
	LEARNING (COURSE) OBJECTIVE(S)



	

	· COMPREHENSION

	1.
List and describe the fundamental elements that make up a 
democratic government.
2.
Identify and describe the various political and governmental 
institutions that make up the United States’ federal 
government.

3.
Identify various civil liberties and civil rights and explain 
their importance to a free society.

4.
Explain the role and importance of elections in a democratic 
society.  Also, explain the role of the press in these 
elections.

5.
Identify and prioritize the three most important domestic 
public policy problems currently challenging the United 
States.  Do the same for international problems.

6.
Participate in class discussion by preparing for class prior to 
the class meeting and attending class on a regular and 
punctual manner.

	· APPLICATION

	1.
List and describe the fundamental elements that make up a 
democratic government.

2.
Identify and describe the various political and governmental 
institutions that make up the United States’ federal 
government.

3.
Identify various civil liberties and civil rights and explain 
their importance to a free society.

4.
Explain the role and importance of elections in a democratic 
society.  Also, explain the role of the press in these 
elections.

5.
Identify and prioritize the three most important domestic 
public policy problems currently challenging the United 
States.  Do the same for international problems.

6.
Participate in class discussion by preparing for class prior to 
the class meeting and attending class on a regular and 
punctual manner.

	· ANALYSIS

	3.
Identify various civil liberties and civil rights and explain 
their importance to a free society.

4.
Explain the role and importance of elections in a democratic 
society.  Also, explain the role of the press in these 
elections.

5.
Identify and prioritize the three most important domestic 
public policy problems currently challenging the United 
States.  Do the same for international problems.



	· SYNTHESIS

	3.
Identify various civil liberties and civil rights and explain 
their importance to a free society.

5.
Identify and prioritize the three most important domestic 
public policy problems currently challenging the United 
States.  Do the same for international problems.

6.
Participate in class discussion by preparing for class prior to 
the class meeting and attending class on a regular and 
punctual manner.

	· EVALUATION

	1.
List and describe the fundamental elements that make up a 
democratic government.

2.
Identify and describe the various political and governmental 
institutions that make up the United States’ federal 
government.

3.
Identify various civil liberties and civil rights and explain 
their importance to a free society.

4.
Explain the role and importance of elections in a democratic 
society.  Also, explain the role of the press in these 
elections.

5.
Identify and prioritize the three most important domestic 
public policy problems currently challenging the United 
States.  Do the same for international problems.

	· DEDUCTION

	1.
List and describe the fundamental elements that make up a 
democratic government.

2.
Identify and describe the various political and governmental 
institutions that make up the United States’ federal 
government.

3.
Identify various civil liberties and civil rights and explain 
their importance to a free society.

4.
Explain the role and importance of elections in a democratic 
society.  Also, explain the role of the press in these 
elections.

5.
Identify and prioritize the three most important domestic 
public policy problems currently challenging the United 
States.  Do the same for international problems.


1) Based on the above concepts, do any of the course objectives require critical thinking?  (  YES   (  NO

If yes, please list course objective numbers above.
2) Can any of the existing course objectives be rewritten to require critical thinking?    (  YES   (  NO
If yes, please attach rewritten objectives.
3) Should a new course objective be added that would require critical thinking?     (  YES   (  NO
If yes, please attach rewritten objectives.
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